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BREAKING NEWSBREAKING NEWS

Relief in Indo-Nepal F&B Trade

The Central government has set up a 
National Food Laboratory under the 
Indo-Nepal bilateral agreement, which 
will make it easier and quicker to test 
food products being brought into the 
country from Nepal.
Earlier, all imported samples with 
legal sanctity were sent to National 
Food Laboratory in Kolkata for testing. 
The new National Food Laboratory, 
under the Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India, was inaugurated 
by Union Health Minister Mansukh 
Mandaviya in Bihar’s Raxaul on Sunday, 
near the Indo-Nepal border.
Officials said the laboratory had been 

Shinta Mani Hotels Enter Mustang
One of the world’s topmost luxury 
brands has taken over a property in 
Mustang, making its first-ever entry 
into Nepal’s tourism and hospitality 
industry.
Shinta Mani Hotels, owned by Bill 
Bensley, who has created more than 
200 fantastic properties, today signed 
a memorandum of understanding with 
Sherpa Hospitality Group to run the 
luxury hotel in Mustang.
 Now, the state-of-the-art property of 
Mokshya Mustang will be re-branded 
as ‘Shina Mani Mustang’, according 
to the MoU signed by Bill Bensley and 
Namgyal Sherpa, Chief Executive Officer 
of Sherpa Hospitality Group.
“This is the first-ever world’s classic 
luxury brand taking over Nepal’s hotel 
to make a difference,” Lhakpa Sonam 
Sherpa, chairman at Yeti Group, said. 
Bensley, the Bangkok-based American 

US Demand Up for Nepalese Tea

Nepali tea companies have participated 
in the 15th Coffee and Tea Festival held 
in New York, USA. Nepali companies 
Nepali Tea and ‘Nepali Coffee 8848’ 
participated in the festival held at 
the Brooklyn Expo Center in on 
Saturday and Sunday. According to the 
participants of the festival, there were 
many consumers who come to these 
tea shops and taste Nepali tea and 
coffee.
 The participation of tea and coffee 
in the festival was coordinated by the 
office of the Consul General of Nepal 
in New York. Consul General Bishnu 
Gautam said that participation in such 
exhibitions would help increase access 
to international markets for tea and 
coffee produced in the hilly regions of 
Nepal. He said that the international 
market for tea and coffee is very 
competitive and it is important for the 

architect has masterminded over 200 
high-end properties in over 40 countries. 
The award- winning designer believes 
that your stay in the newly branded 
Shinta Mani Mustang is going to have 
more than a touch of verve, glamour, 
and irreverence. When anyone lands in 
the Bill Bensley design, they certainly 
feel like being in another world.
Believing in a strong compelling 
storyline, the 63-year-old designer 

now brings his exuberant aesthetic 
in Mustang offering a quantum leap 
with Shinta Mani Mustang, CEO at 
SHG Namgyal Sherpa added that this 
initiative will certainly help Nepal’s 
tourism sector and also encourage 
other luxury brands to invest in Nepal.
Located at the gateway to the forbidden 
kingdom, the warm and inviting Shinta 
Mani is hidden deep in the undulations 
of the Himalayas. Facing the dramatic 

7,000-metre snow-dusted peak of 
Nilgiri, the resort is a remote escape for 
intrepid guests looking for adventure, 
as well as comfort to retreat into at 
the end of a day exploring some of the 
most unforgiving places on the planet. 
“We need to welcome such luxury 
brands in Nepal’s hospitality sector,” 
Bijay Amatya, Managing Director at 
Kora Tours, said.

established under Indo-Nepal bilateral 
agreement to reduce the time to test 
imported food samples brought in via 
Raxaul from Nepal. Now, businesses in 
Nepal would find it easier to scale up 
export of food products into India, the 
minister said.
The laboratory is likely to get the 
National Accreditation Board for 
Testing and Calibration Laboratories 
(NABL) accreditation by July-August this 
year. They will test and analyse all the 
imported samples under the product 
categories of cereal and cereal products, 
fat and oil, spices and condiments, fruits 
and vegetable products and packaged 
drinking. The Minister also said that 
India is willing to provide any assistance 
needed to get NABL accreditation to 
the Kathmandu food lab.

entrepreneurs in Nepal to focus on
Nischal Banskota, the founder of Nepal 
Tea LLC, who has been promoting and 
managing the tea produced in Nepal in 
the US for the past six years, says that 
participating in the festival has helped in 
the promotion of Nepali tea.  Banskota, 
who has been participating in tea and 
coffee related exhibitions organized in 
various states of United States, said that 
Nepal has a good market for organic tea 
and consumer demand is increasing in 
it.
 He said that he was taking initiative 
to bring the organic tea produced 
by Nepali farmers directly to the 
consumers in the US market. He said, 
“The demand for Nepali tea in the US 
market is increasing day by day and 
we have more consumers than ever 
before.”


